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These are the more important points of similarities
in the various forms of matter.

IV

EXISTENCE OF ATOMIC AND ALL-PERVASIVE

DIMENSIONS PROVED

Whenever anything is not directly perceived doubts
are felt about its very existence. Both the atomic and
the all-pervasive dimensions mentioned in the previous
section are not perceptible through our physical senses.
Hence, arguments have to be adduced to prove their
existence.

Following very closely the common-sense view
Nyaya-Vai^esika finds that there are three possible
dimensions, namely, the smallest, the largest and the
intermediate. It is a fact that ^product before its creation
and after its destruction has no existence of any kind.
But this does not mean that nothing pre-exists and
that production takes place out of void. Nor does
it mean that the destruction of the product means an
absolute negation of the entire substance. According
to Nyaya and Vai^esika, therefore, every product is a
fresh one which in no form exists before and after. It is
believed that there is an ultimate substance or series of
substances out of which through the operation of causal
and instrumental agencies an object is produced.
This ultimate substance consists of indivisible particles,
called paramanus. These particles, being incapable of
further analysis, are held to be eternal and represent the
smallest fraction of creative substance. It is not pos-
sible for the process of destruction to continue ad
infinitum\ for, they hold that inasmuch as every material
product would consist of an equally endless number of
constituents there would be no difference of dimen-
sion amongst the various products. But that there is
such a difference cannot be denied.   Hence, it is